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Domestic Migrants and Recovery, Revitalization, and Community
Development in Tsunami-Affected Municipalities: Focusing on
Former Recovery Supporters Who Settled After Relocation

Maho YAMAZAKI'

Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between post-disaster domestic migrants, recovery,
revitalization, and community development in Minamisanriku Town, Miyagi Prefecture,
severely damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami. Particular attention was paid
to the “first wave of domestic migrants” who engaged in recovery support during the intensive
reconstruction period (2011-2015) and then moved to the town. After relocating, they actively
contributed to the recovery efforts, albeit with a sense of “restraint.” Specifically, they not only
participated in recovery and revitalization-related projects themselves but also invited new
domestic migrants to join them and mediated between various actors in and outside the town.
Although their presence as leaders has declined due to changes in life stages, such as marriage
and childbirth, as well as changes in the phase of recovery and revitalization, they are now
reconnecting with each other, focusing on newly emerging issues in community development.
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