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Role and Introduction Effect of Intermediate Support
Function in Regional Disaster Prevention Activity
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Abstract

Promoting continuous risk communication among government, academia and residents in
local community is important for improving regional disaster preventing abilities. However,
it is difficult for local community to implement and supports from government and academia
are limitedo This study conducts a survey on the role and introduction effect of Intermediate
Support Function (ISF) that shares the burden of government and academia, based on local
community activity cases in the 2014 BOSAI Contest. The results are as follows: 1) ISF
has positive effect on achieving participating group’s goal. The roles can be classified into
three categories (“A raising awareness of disaster prevention”, “K providing knowledge and
knowhow” and “P practicing disaster prevention activity”) and ten items; 2) ISF complement
the government and academia’s direct support by not only replacing the role of regional
disaster prevention activities but also responding flexibly to different needs and regional issues
of local communities; 3) The personnel who have ISF already exist widely throughout Japan.
It is expected to strengthen national disaster prevention capabilities by improving external
environment like financial resources and systems for continuing activities to compensate
human resources shortage. Finally, Dissemination of ISF, evaluation of its activity and
development of human resource are important for introducing ISF in the future.
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