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The religious interpretation of the atypical damage
pattern of the 2015 Nepal earthquakes:
The significance of religion in a
diversity of world disasters

Masanori TAKEsHITA! and Kishor Chandra KHANAL?

Abstract

The huge earthquake occurred on April 25" 2015 in Nepal. The peculiarity of this
earthquake was the atypical damage pattern. The damage in the remote area was more serious
than in the epicenter. The causes of this peculiarity will be analyzed sometime soon from a
scientific view point, but a lot of local people in Nepal interpreted this phenomenon as the
massage from gods. While in secular countries like Japan, this kind of religious interpretation
tend to be ignored as an unscientific idea, in religious counties like Nepal, religion sometimes
hold considerable influence over governmental policies. It is, therefore, important for
international relief agencies to know the religious interpretation for this earthquake in order to
avoid unnecessary conflict with local partners. Thus the objective of this paper is to report the
local religious viewpoint and analyze it.
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K1 ATEX T L oW EIRDI

ATEIX e (N am# (0 AN | AOEE (0 km?) | 58% AL (%)
B vy X 1,222 7,364 1,744,240 4,416 0.07
Y RyvFa 7 H# 3,440 1,571 287,798 113 1.20
7 M7V 174 3,052 468,132 1,216 0.04
INT BTNV 333 2,101 304,651 2,560 0.11
27 a ik 1,086 1,052 277471 248 0.39
574 Vb 733 1,278 336,067 174 0.22
ATVING T a s Hk 318 1,179 381,937 274 0.08
TV EE 443 952 271,061 75 0.16
7 ATk 597 771 43,300 28 1.38
87 7 170 662 186,557 85 0.09

(38, AlFE%  UNHCR2015, 4 A0, A% : Population Monograph of Nepal 2014 & 1) 7£/%)
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i, bRy —HOME W) ZEIlh b,

PS=VIEEANOD8I% % & v F o —HfEdE
®CTH 1Y) (Population Monograph of Nepal 2014),
O DEE, v My —3IZER R ERE ED S
NTE 72 20065 IZRESI L o CIREHRER I E
SSNTHHIE, BUAMIEIMEER L 2572
A, NADLIZIE W F 72 EHER O ) i
(o TWwd, MEDTHLEMSNTEY,
EIRD 9 %L L 7> T Do R 78— LTI,
vy Ny = EALBIEIEFISEVERIZS Y, b
YRy =G HLORFTTIE, Ao bomT 4
T a XD2UFHNALG L2 BDMLETH D L& 2
TWwWbo ZOL) HEE»S, EROIHL LD
N72bid, [R8—=peide y Ny —#ELHD
E W)L TWAIRMICH B, 2Ny~
K rvTa 7 il & CIidasIc N Tw 5 &
W) ZEThHhoT,

FHOGELN L, B asE LT, 2k x
G 2ERL LI S>T LT o720y T e



R SEERF J. JSNDS 354 (2017)

263

BEIFH6Nb, Y Py —HTIRFIIELLZMTH
D, ZNEERDZ I LRFFINT RV, £25H
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Nh, PS5O Ay L= L WHRIROITA, 3
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oo ] LI RTWEA, 8= D
FURMGEIZE o TE, BRI EICLEHIEG
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(Christianity Today 2015) o
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2004)
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Vo TV R, WRRICE AR IV (4 F
) AEOIEAGERR) 2K 2 ERREO—D &
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HbHZ t RO DEDEFMH LD bE T T
EPRRKEL o TVD EW)BIGRIE, REOH
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MTEL, SEHEFDZNEEDITTEY, Nepali
Times 7545 L 72 M I2 £ 5L EDHNRZ B TH
Th, s VENL oL BE T R>THEY,
FHED I NI A< Uk T3 (A5,
Magar 2015) . U, ¥ ~ U EIZE S TIZ -
72D58% Lzl wylkin e Be LAby
THDERFIIH LS 2 %,

ST REEIREDL ) BRE,PE VS &,
Bista 200412 & % &, FZH b AFRY BT
EHIEATWERET, BAEIWNR A A= 1L
T, b AOB e~y FA LT v 7 TK
M EHZTHEOTVE ERASNTVDE, Hid
JEkE O BnFa=y 7 2BE 7LDy
T NEET, WX 2)FA T EEZ TS,
WMDY ) — & 75 A% KT, (EH 2P
EHIZOF TS, Lwolzf A=V Thb,
Hix, BobidFXy bbbk VIHIEHE
FoThh, Fxrn)sEEEL, FXXy FED
[Ta (}5) ] Tmang (BAN) ] 2R L TV 5 L)
(Bista 2004) o fEARMIIITILEGEE LCHIS T
WDLH, —HTHRY A MKGEOHT—FRDL W
DOV~ VETHY (R3), A= NVNDA A —
VT, FYAMEKEEVWZIE, TS URE
BOFEDPRDEDONEH TH b

F)AMGED Y~ VEITe v Ry —E OB
LN WDT, FOWEERDL, ZNHEL
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1996) 6 /= VOALEAEE, HEHEFORE £
WX ) D, 72 TWIZRZ DD D% A7\,
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Fz2 WL oFERFEEL

HET O XER SURYNIVF IR
JEAE EEIN—T ANEE (%) NERE EEIN—F NEEE (%)
1 TTITRY 23.5 1 y < IR 34.2
2 T — Vi 22.0 2 Fzv Y 18.2
3 Fxv bV 19.9 3 = VR 11.1
4 L ar a3 11.0 4 TTITRY 10.3
S NTIVER N B TIVER
NERE FEIN—-T NITEE (%) [[z¢va FEIN—F NEIEIE (%)
1 A — VK 33.3 1 A= ViR 45.6
2 Fxv b 18.9 2 Fv Y 20.1
3 ¥z Uk 13.1 3 ¥ Uk 14.2
4 TIIRY 13.0 4 TIIRY 9.0
X773 rEB 74 U
Az FEIN—F NEIEIE (%) J[[z¢A EETIN—T NEIEIE (%)
1 y <o 42.8 1 ¥ < UlE 22.1
2 TIIRY 19.0 2 TITIIY 15.0
3 Frv Y 12.6 3 Frv Y 14.7
4 T = VIE 7.4 4 ET I 9.4
HITVNZoFa g8 JILHER
J[[z¢A EEIN—TF NEIEIE (%) NERE FEINV-T ANOEE (%)
1 ¥ < U 34.0 1 TN g 19.7
2 TIIRY 215 2 TIIRY 15.2
3 Fxv Y 13.7 3 Fxv Y 11.6
4 A=) 13.3 4 < H = IV 11.6
S 2IE NS HES
JIEASY FEIN—T NITEIE (%) JEAS FEIN—T NI (%)
1 ¥ < Vg 68.8 1 Frv Y 33.4
2 TITIIY 15.1 2 y < Uk 16.8
3 T N 3.1 3 T — ViR 9.4
4 Frv Y 2.5 4 TTTIRY 9.2

(Population Monograph of Nepal 2014 X 1) /F)i,)

5 WIEFCEBORNE - 71— A Mk (Nepali
Times ®7— % X Y {E%

R3 FUAMEEWT B ERRE

Ri =2 bs | A0 |G T
v iR 1,539,830 54,809 ( 3.6)
I 1 W 620,004 32,907 ( 5.3)
< =V 1,887,733 40,904 ( 2.2)
F xS 68,399 17,487 (25.6)
VT — 387,300 11,536 ( 3.0)
FF - -k 374,816 16,300 ( 4.3)
¥ 8OV 51,735 3,156 ( 6.1)
5V —1k 1,737,470 30,314 ( 1.7)
B A=A b 1,258,554 42,666 ( 3.4)
Fxv b - H—A D 4,398,053 25,807 ( 0.6)

(Population Monograph of Nepal 2014 £ 1) /i)
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LaL, < VBEEFIEEH 547217 T <1
FELRLBHENRTEL, TNThH, HITHRE
L7 DR L PR H o 720 72H, 20064E 12 4
= VHIEFEHE R > T B IE, EE4%
BLTHERLZ LI hoEEbNLTWE, &
IN— VHSERER 72 o oI, SRR TANS
CERFERTHY, FZLoTEELNTWD
2, WIRERE o THhHIE, 20 L) Rkl
BEIL & N7-7-0, FEf L TENDEDHNIED
e\, DX BATAN e Y By —HiE b
DR EE W, [SHOMEITY~  TEHo 72
LD EVIHIHEREALERERS>TVD L)
ThHo72,
FHOFEMNEVHIBELSSHIIF Y X MK
WCHEBRLTARZE, ¥V EEIRCF—FS
A, ERBALIZLO S %Y A MGEOEIEGTR
Le, FNEELVDITTIERW (R3), 20
EEDR—FENDIEF =8V fE (256%) T, FE
WCERBED 4 NIZ 1T AT ) A MFEIZR - T
Whe FrXvEEE, ELLEREFETICR
B CRIRTH D720, HEERID% L,
bo bl bW ENTVLIRED—DOTH L. 15
APBE AN VOHIZFEATHEERETSH
D, DWHMEIZERTE TId, HEiEc ERELT
BRI 23 2 RIEEL LTIz,
I E) B o TEND LB FEL T, @TH
1348.2% & 4 F-1965.9% % K& Tl TWwb
(Population Monograph of Nepal 2014) . %3 H
REFEOT = I AL, E4EF ) A MEAEIC %
B AHDEHITH Z TV D, A7 8= VA TR
ol LTENS R TB Y, BRRHLKIZE
LLEDL N (T2 /8 VR Y < VY IROMAIZD
W, PAETo#E (T 2009, b) % 2H8) .
FIEZOF 28 FES, SRIOMETIIRE %
WEEZT oo F /S U IRIGERERAY 5 T AR
L D ne O EREITIEH T Y B2 RO
2R, HWEOD LT 72 b NG AR LM
faoTWBDIL, ¥~ ViEEF o /NVETHDL E
Bl T\ b (Rathour 2015) .

P ED X2, £ DANAD A OHE L
MOED Xy =T LIRS ZEFIE, o

LMATHVZ DT 72D & H I, WENRY < Uk
RF o NVFEICERLTLE STV E W) HK
Wb bo 727220BG % L) EFEMICERL TH
57 51E, REUNOZER DS GHMICHIT 5
LI THRETH B,
RIZODRSIIATHADLE, A= VIZBIT S
XA NEEDL LN, SV BEIZLTHF 208
VHRIZL T i, R & ) T & 7 Rk
51— Z I (Bennett et al. 2008) T& 5 Z & HSiid
ENd, FYAMBEIEVT VY VR T4
W, vd (h— A METRE) SFEET, 215
ENEZFCELIV—T1E, ERTELEA
DO EEHSE W (Bhattachan 2012, Hall and Patrinos
2012)0 ZLTHMLTCZED L) REBRIZE LG
7ehiE, iR waghimse, amicEbnR
FTWLEEZ EICRKEBZ TV EDE L,
BILLDHEL L5 L AR TV, KON
D LHMMET, WEOENTESICEEL/Z2THS
T EBMTEL, SHICIFTI =T I
WD & DL, KRL DIXEE LA
FERTHo THHMBI > TL F ) Gkl
Vo ZDEIIC, IR UBERF 2N VERZ I LD
ETHEYANKGELEDS I, O RE- 7 —
AN EWNTRERENN VT4 F vy TEY
BoTnhbizw, 7282 LENLOMENE S T
oL LTh, IY)RELEELZTR Tk
TH2HH) MM ESND, Z L THIERORIE
WaopiETy, HICRABENZZIFRT L
(The Himalayan Times 2015), %#J¢7%: & DM
HEMPBEEICHN T AL ZEL N D, BT 52,
CNERBDBEL V) LD b, AR EHOR
LR DI ENTED, EBE, HAZEDG
PENZZ D L) BRBEPOHEEFRLTHA ),
L2L, 78— VEIIZIE [EEDSELL 72,
MWOEZ| L EZTVDLADEHEBY, HEOK
FRIRLE, ZNERETLIENTERVO
T, COFEEMBHRIIRE VB 2 R 5
EFHEND,

Z IR A BERESHU I N TN D, —D
121E, A8 VENOF ) X M E- B AEE S
NLERIELRD 5o G50/ 8—=IEF 1) A MR A
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AT EB L EEBERTLHEORICH LD, T
MARYZTLTLEIZERF) A MGER DI
L LT 7z (ex. ACN 2015, Chui 2015) 6
ZLCENL EOREREZL LT, ZOF
(20154F) FKIZTFE SN T/ = ViSO
HFIEICEELC, COMENTRE (B LI LN
ZIFoN b, TbbH, 20064E LLFE & 78— )L ik
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