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Risk Communication prior to the 2014 Ontake Volcano Eruption

Mayumi Sakamoro’

Abstract

This article discusses the risk communication among volcano monitoring agency, local
governments and local people focusing the case of 2014 Ontake Volcano Eruption. On
September 27, 2014, Ontake Volcano suddenly erupted. The eruption occurred at fine

autumn Saturday lunch time and many tourists visiting the volcano suffered in sudden

eruption. Prior to the eruption, the number of volcanic earthquake increased.

Meteorological Agency which monitors the volcano informed local governments about
the possibility of eruption. However, they did not raise the volcanic eruption warning
level, the disaster response criteria for local governments. This article analyzes the risk

perception gaps among different actors which affected the disaster response.
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