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An Experimental Study on Measuring the Effect
of Leading Evacuees

Yoshino Ipe* and Hideyuki Surosmita®

Abstract

It is one of the significant issues of tsunami disaster reduction in Japan that citizens

are dependent on experts.
emergency evacuation from tsunamis,

In order to solve this issue,

“leading evacuees”, who lead

has been proposed recently as one of the

measures for this issue. An experiment in measuring the effect of leading evacuees was
conducted. In addition, a tsunami evacuation drill which includes leading evacuees was
also carried out in Inami town, Wakayama Prefecture. The results of the experiment

show that leading evacuees are effective in improving the number of evacuees. On the

other hand, it is also showed that evacuation drills with leading evacuees do not have

positive effect since the drill with leading evacuees needs the reality of a hazard. In
order to maximize the effect of leading evacuees at a real situation, it is essential that
all of the members including ordinary people in society share the reality of a hazard.
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