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A Study on Trend Analysis of the Social Scientific Study
of the Flood Considering the Time Axis and the Identity

Tadashi Yamapa * and Yuka Kararani**

Abstract

We collected social scientific papers on flood disasters in Japan and reviewed
future research issues in terms of the stage of the disaster and the identity of the
subjects studied. Our review of 206 studies showed that (1) in terms of the stage of
the disaster there were many studies of disaster preparation, whereas there were only a
few studies of emergency response or recovery; (2) in terms of identity, many more
studies focused on individuals and the government than on local residents or
volunteers; (3) the studies examined individuals, local residents, and the government
individually, with only a small number investigating cooperation between local residents
and the government; and (4) there were contradictory results regarding the relationships
among knowledge of disaster prevention, awareness, and action as a result of the vague
definition of awareness and knowledge of disaster prevention and a lack of information
on geography. We expect that our results will form a useful basis for further studies.
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