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Abstract

This is an urgent report on landslide and mudflow disasters occurred from the late
of May to the beginning of August, 2012 in Ambon Island, Maluku Regency, Republic
of Indonesia. The main reasons are based on the frequent heavy rainfall, landslide,
mudflow, earthquake, and social background of residential lots.

The events claimed 33 human lives, 21 people injured and 299 houses destroyed
completely, and hit particularly Batu Gajah, Batu Merah, Kuda Mati and Karang
Panjang in Ambon city.

Landslide disaster areas are almost standing on the steep side of the upstream of the
river, mudflow events observed mainly at the middle reaches, and flood disasters
together with high tide appeared at the downstream. These disasters were highly
influenced by human activities. Although the disaster statistic data in Ambon are not
kept under perfect control, however, the authors inform urgently the peculiarity to make
clear the disaster problems, to propose several analytical items and to express the
investigated results for the disaster mitigation in the present paper.
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