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Damage caused by Typhoon No.12 and the following
rescue effort and evacuation actions undertaken in
September 2011 in Nachikatsuura City,
Wakayama Prefecture
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Abstract

Typhoon No.l12 that stuck in September 2011 caused 25 fatalities and enormous
damage to property in the Nachi River basin, Nachikatsuura City, Wakayama
Prefecture. At least 8 debris flows occurred in residential areas, destroying houses and
infrastructure. A large volume of earth and sand poured into the Nachi River, leading
to the aggradation of the river bed and thus, the flooding Ichinono and Iseki (more
than 3 m). Rainfall/water level data and field surveys indicate that these disasters
mostly occurred late at night, from 2 :30 a.m. to shortly after 3:00 a.m. on September
4. A vast area was flooded because of which there were few sites where the residents
could be evacuated to; hence, rescue efforts for the residents could not be initiated.
The fire department, police, and self-defense force initiated a full-scale rescue effort
early in the morning. This disaster highlighted the following problems: securing
manpower for quick and effective response to disasters, rapid and holistic understanding
of the damage, accurately predicting disasters and increasing public awareness about

disaster prevention.
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