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The Questionnaire Survey in Flooded Area of
Yamaguchi City by Heavy Rain, July 21, 2009
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Abstract

Heavy rain caused by a Baiu (stationary) front occurred in Yamaguchi city,
Yamaguchi Prefecture on July 21, 2009, and caused damage resulted in the flooding
of 2,000 buildings in Yamaguchi city. This time, we conducted a questionnaire on
flood disaster and disaster prevention to analyze the heavily-damaged areas, Otoshi and
Hirakawa, where there had been no large-scale flood disaster since 1972. As a result,
many inhabitants failed in pre-disaster evacuation supposition and collecting information
during disasters because, for example, only 5% of respondents had set escape routes
and half of them failed to notice the evacuation call. Furthermore, by comparison with
inhabitants with no experience of previous flood disasters, for those having experienced
the same, the evacuation ratio declined by 15%. This is the primary factor, many
inhabitants didn't feel the need to evacuate, or estimated the damage would be low. In
addition, we found many respondents had a high degree of dependence, because they
showed dissatisfaction with respective administrative handling of the flood disaster. In
order to share a similar perspective between inhabitants and the administration and ease
the risk of disaster, we believe they must understand it and mutually strive.
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