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Disaster education and its future perspectives in Japan
following the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

Katsuya Yamori*

Abstract

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of 1995 was a major turning point not only for
scientific disaster research and for disaster management styles of national and local
governments, but also for disaster education in Japan. It increased awareness of the
need for better preparation and the need for more comprehensive and practical disaster
education before disasters are encountered. Today, disaster education programs carried
out in schools, government offices, and local communities in Japan are mostly based
on lessons learned from the earthquake. First, a few notable characteristics of disaster
education developed during the first 10 years after the earthquake, from 1995 to 2005
are summarized, by specially focusing on “Integrated studies” that have been newly
introduced into standard elementary and junior high school curriculums, which have
significantly contributed to the efficacy of disaster education in schools. Then, progress
in disaster education during the five years after 2005 is reviewed. During this period,
newly and rapidly developed participatory, bottom-up approaches to disaster education,
which many experts have regarded as critical were reconsidered. This new trend
emphasized expertise and qualification in disaster education, which were not positively
regarded in the former, participation-oriented education style. It is suggested that these
educational trends should be integrated into a more comprehensive education theory of
a “community of practice,” which would prevent the rise of unproductive and conflicting
paradigms between disaster professionals and non-professionals.
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