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The Regional Issue with Relocation on
Tsunami Disaster Recovery, Tamil Nadu in India

Miwa Imura®

Abstract

The Indian Ocean Tsunami occurred on 26 December 2004. Four years have passed
but many people have not been able to start life anew. This study focuses on
relocation and resettlement in the tsunami affected area of Cuddalore, one of the
districts in Tamil Nadu State, India. International and local NGOs have supported the
survivors through permanent shelter projects. However, these did not consider regional
characteristics. This study describes the relocated people’s current way of life and
adaptation to a new community, land and lifestyle. After relocation, some areas
experienced substantial changes. It is apparent that relocation/resettlement policy and
support provide modern living to people. However, it is observed that new issues in
the new land arise, the most important of which pertains to the caste system. This
study establishes that incorporating regional characteristics considerations in relocation/
resettlement projects will make a sustainable new community.
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