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Social Responses and Recovery Processes
in the April 2, 2007 Earthquake Tsunami
Disaster of the Solomon Islands
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Abstract

On April 2, 2007 (local time at epicenter), massive earthquake of the magnitude of
8.1 occurred at the western part of Solomon Islands. The devastative tsunami due to
the earthquake struck numerous islands, and slope failures occurred at many place near
the epicenter. The tsunami and slope failures killed 52 people, affected more than 300
villages. 24, 000 displaced people had been living at inland higher place being afraid of
tsunamis for 2 months. This paper summarizes the societal aspects of the disaster such
as responses and recovery processes reporting the result of field survey. In this event,
newly-immigrated people, children, administration officials and medical staffs were
distinctively affected. Coordination of early international assistances accelerated the
response and recovery phases of the disaster. However, newly-immigrated people have
severe difficulties to rehabilitate their lives and community. They have no private
property except for the place they had been living until the disaster, but they cannot
return to their village without the vision of the safe way to live there or without
solving problem of land tenure.
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2-Apr-07  The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) in Western and Choiseul Provinces organized an assessment
mission on 2 April . . .
2-Apr-07 A state of emergency on 2 April. Choiseul, New Geogia Islands Setting organized operation
and Shortland Islands in Western Province are among the worst affected areas.
4-Apr-07 A state of emergency - Area marge
5-Apr-07 A UN Disaster and Assessment Coordination (UNDAC) team arrived in Honiara
6-Apr-07  UNDAC staff were deployed to Gizo . .
7-Apr-07  In Gizo, regular coordination meetings with relief stakeholders (NZAid, AusAID, RAMSI, Relief Operation
WVI, SCF, Salvation Army, IFRC, Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC)) are taking place twice daily, at 0800hrs and 1800hrs.
7-Apr-07  NDMO completed its first situation report on 07 April.
7-Apr-07 Japan’ sin-kind donation of 4000 blankets and 50 rolls of plastic sheeting will arrive in Honiara in 08 April
9-Apr-07 A high -level mission, including the Prime Ministar of the Solomon Islands and a number of High Commissioners visit Gizo
9-Apr-07 The NDMO and UNDAC staff facilitate coordination meetings twice daily, at 0800hrs and 1800hrs.
10-Apr-07  The GoSl deployed 87 public servants to the tsunami-affected areas
10-Apr-07  The structure of the coordination meetings has been changed: cluster meetings will now be held at 0800 hours and a generd
stakeholders’ coordination meeting at 1800 hours each day. SCF will take-over coordination with the national NGOs.
10-Apr-07  Focus of the coordination meetings in Honiara and Gizo is shifting to early recovery and rehabilitation issues.
11-Apr-07  Shelter and return of the displaced are still the main challenges. Food is available.
11-Apr-07  NDMO has taken over from UNDAC the management of a reception center at the Honiara International Airport.
11-Apr-07  Japan donated US$300,000 to UNICEF and US$200,000 to IFRC to continue with their relief efforts.
11-Apr-07  Assessment completed.
12-Apr-07  In Gizo, a recovery meeting was held on 12 April. The participants agreed that the recovery efforts should focus on
quick-impact activities in livelihoods, shelter, governance, environment and psychosocial assistance with the objective of
enabling the communities to quickly recover and allowing the Provincial Government to resume service delivery.
14-Apr-07  Inter-agency coordination meetings has been reduced to one a day.
14-Apr-07  The GoSl requested the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to Recovery Operation
coordinate infrastructure rehabilitation, in cooperation with JICA and NZAID.
15-Apr-07  The Prime Minister of Solomon Islands, Manasseh Sogavare, accompanied by the NDC chairman Fred Fakari'i and
other high-level government officials, departed for a six-day visit to the tsunami-affected areas.
16-Apr-07  UNDAC Team departs for Honiara on 16 April.
17-Apr-07 The UNDAC Team is due to depart the Solomon Islands on 19 April.
2 VUELHREMEEEICEGIEORRY] (OCHA (2007)", ReliefWeb (2007)° X 1 £
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