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Revitalization of villages after 921 Taiwan Chi-Chi
Earthquake: A case of eco-village, Tao-Mi

Yu-Chieh Kao, Tomohide Arsumi, Kensuke Karo,
Takumi Mivamoro, Yoshihiro Sexi, Koichi Suwa
and Etsuko NakaGami-YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

Before the 921 Earthquake in 1999, Taiwan's traditional farm villages were socio-
economically weak. Tao-mi village was one of those cases. When the earthquake hit
the Tao-mi, the village had to start seeking a new way to replace the recession-hit
growing bamboo Taiwan government has established the
Reconstruction Community Policy and executed a series of programs on public service,
city building and industry since the 921 Earthquake. Six years after they began their

new ecological business with the administration, intermediary organizations, experts and

business, i.e., shoots.

enterprises, Tao-mi has become increasingly famous as an eco-village in Taiwan. The
intermediary organization, for instance, provided a series of classes for the residents to
learn a lot about their own village which was extremely abundant in ecological
and dragonflies indigenous to Tao-mi,

resources such as various kinds of frogs and
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once they passed the examinations, they were officially recognized as professional

ecological tour guides. Through such a motivational process of village revitalization, the

residents took pride in their hometown, which may be the most important factor that

contributed to their success.
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