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Abstract

A devastating landslide hit Guinsaugon Barangay (village), St. Bernard, the Southern
Leyte in the Philippines on Feb 17,2006, killing 154 and leaving nearly 1000 missing.
The paper summarizes social responses and recovery processes in the disaster. The
main findings are as follows: first, some serious drawbacks were found in early
warning systems because some local people detected a couple of signs by which
experts could have foreseen a risk of a major landslide. Secondly, a quick setup of
shelters and sufficient aid for evacuees were not necessarily provided due to a shortage
of aid materials and a traffic cutoff. Third, experts made a relocation recommendation
to more than 1000 local residents. Thus, a setup of relocation sites, construction of
houses, and job training for residents are now under immediate and primary
consideration of local government and some NGOs. Finally, since the area is still flood
and landslide prone, quick risk assessment and disaster risk education targeting not only
government officers but also local people will be an urgent task.
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