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Study of Helicopter Operation Management for Disaster Relief
(1) : Research and Analysis of Helicopter Operations on NIIGATA
CHUETSU Earthquake

Keiji KOBAYASHI * and Takeyoshi TANAKA ™

Abstract

Over 6,000 people were killed on the great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake disaster.
There were many activities using helicopters on the earthquake. But, many problems
were revealed because it was a first time to use helicopters for disaster response
activities on huge disaster in Japan. After the earthquake, various researches for
helicopters have been studied and many plans for disaster response activities have been
carried out. In 2004, there were many activities that used helicopters on NIIGATA
CHUETSU earthquake. The helicopter operation for the disaster response was the
biggest one in Japan since the great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake. This paper summarizes
the helicopter operations on NIIGATA CHUETSU earthquake, and shows the results of
the analyses for these operations including the comparison with helicopter operations
on the great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake. Then it shows what subjects are still remained
for helicopter operations in disaster response.
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