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Characteristics of Heavy Rainfall Disaster Caused by
Typhoon 0206 from July 9 to 12, 2002

Motoyuki USHIYAMA

Abstract

The Typhoon 0206 (CHATAAN) attacked the Pacific coast of Japan from July 9
to 12, 2002. This typhoon caused heavy rainfall in the east Japan. In the Gifu Pref., the
hourly precipitation 93 mm was recorded on July 10 and the total precipitation
amounted to more than 500 mm. The highest accumulated precipitations in the last
about 20 years were recorded at several observatories in the Iwate Pref. By the heavy
rainfall, 7 persons were killed, 39 houses were destroyed and about 9,800 houses were
inundated in Japan. The largest damage of this event was occurred in the Iwate Pref.
such as the Higashiyama town. Twenty five percent of all houses in the town were
inundated. The residents of the town had several experiences of flood. In spite of the
valuable experiences, more than 30 residents failed to escape. Some residents said that
the water level rising was faster than past floods. In the Ogaki city, Gifu Pref., a flood
of the Otani River caused 550 houses to be inundated. It was criticized that a fuse plug
levee of the Otani River exists in the neighborhood of residence area.
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