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Heavy Rainfall Disasters on 2 September, 2001
in Tanegashima Island, Kagoshima Prefecture

Ryusuke IMURA *

Abstract

On 2 September, 2001, heavy rainfall occurred in the central and northern parts of
Tanegashima Island, Kagoshima Prefecture. From 5 to 6 p.m., the precipitation
amounted to 126 mm in Nishinoomote City, the highest record since 1950 when
meteorological observation began, and it caused lots of damage. This paper
summarizes the field surveys of this rainfall disaster and some geological studies
concerning it. Most of the damage appears to be controlled by geological factors. For
example, most of harmed man-made structures were located on the loose and
unconsolidated sediments such as dune or terrace deposits along the shore.
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