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Identifying emergency support functions for disaster waste
management
- Structuring the practical tasks undertaken in the case of Great
East Japan Earthquake -

Ryo Tamma®, Nagahisa Hiravama™ and Masahiro Osako’

Abstract

Smooth and appropriate disaster waste management (DWM) is a fundamental step
towards recovery and restoration from a disaster. To enhance such practice, this paper
aimed to identify fundamental emergency support functions necessary for DWM through
structuralizing actual DWM tasks observed in the case of Great East Japan Earthquake.
Data were collected through a series of interview surveys and literature surveys, and
structuralized using a hypothetical DWM support function framework based on the five
principal functions of emergency response seen in the U.S. The analysis showed that
the hypothetical framework matches well with actual DWM practice, and a set of
emergency support functions for DWM has been identified.
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