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The 2011 Tohoku giant earthquake Mw9. 0: An overview

Kazuro Hiranara * and Takuo SuiBuTant **

Abstract

General features of the 2011 Tohoku giant earthquake, Mw?9. 0, the
unprecedented great disasters over the FEast Japan, are described to present what
problems have been solved and what yet unsolved for this earthquake in one year after
its occurrence. First, we show what earthquakes we expected to occur in this region.
Second, we describe observations of strong ground motions, seismic activities, crustal
deformations and tsunami for this earthquake, and the kinematic source models
estimated from these observations. Then, we discuss the reasons why we could not tell
the existence of M9 earthquake in the Tohoku region, and what occurred in this source
region preceding its occurrence. Finally, we introduce several cycle and dynamic
models for this M9 earthquake to understand how this earthquake grew to be Mw9. 0.
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B9 R 2Bl () & MALREEBIA () 123813 2 M %20124F 3 H27TH £ TORMEBRRY,
LR, R, TR ZAENRE, B, LT R R, EE AR (ELb PR, 2012).

VAR IS EAILITH B 7200, W EL7z
FPE A EECEAT EAY Ym0 727
DTHD, UL, FEEETIIHM EEL DR
KED OIS N UL TPHE 2 9 5
AWORE S 25 (G, 2011,
BFRERFERETIE, B roEkic X aiE
T TB Y, G LR T L 18964 B it = [
19334EMBAI=REMAE 1 X 280812 X 0 & < ks
FHERML WD, B0GRIE, ARl HEEO )
fa & WG = e 52 & BRI = REMbEE O HL A & TR
L72bOTh A (B AR R A
A7V — T, 2012) 0 WHHE =B 1E38m, HH
M ZBEENIZ29m I SEREEZ L, 5 F
ALK E L, Z2IhHEENDIZHEVEATIC
INEL o T D, HEZEREEITS T RO
THBOWFEIZIEHT 2@ kEmx ek L TB D
COBERTIEAFRKFEREOMERIZE o TS,
S OB IIHEENEIEFZ R, LA L
SRS A 01 Hh FEEL I 5 | X G = R i % 1]
D, BB LNICEY (B 2011).
F7:, SITIRL TV AW, SloHEIC

£ 2 FW NG T E TR A 5 4 km DR
WCETRO (B2, B, 2011), Ak L 72869
AEE B R & IZIFE U ARV Es iR ke &
HoTwna,

R LTEE 7 O IZEE S LR R S
N, HEERICHC STV A, KERERR
KEWNZ & ZEENr, REFHASE, sl
DOKER EVZ LY F= WAL S L, RS
HEW BRI ORI L S 72 L (B2
T B, 2012)0 29 o 7oL X 5 Bl
VIR T, i, GPS M AR EN R R AR R
RSN TV D, KTEREICE, WEE R
ZERTIZ L 0, B E 2 510~20km & @ K3
200m BREOMEIZ, GPS RGP E SN, &
HIFOFWERIZH SN L) & LTz, K1
X, ERMICERE Sz GPS ERENC XL DI L
LIRS Th B (1A 22 Al Wh 78 By
201 /NSRBI EWTIHRT Y, MBEEAKZI2S
2 OHHAWw-< Y 2m EFA L, Z0105%E
MOEIC AL, WEBEZSSICIE TmED
RSIEL. 20 LH12, SROEREIFZILI0
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K11 AFEET (&AM © GPS JEiRET
RLER S M- (BB R IE T,
2011) o

S BL B 2 m O & FF o R & 2 ~
3RE DR E 5 m R OIRNE & Fr O F o)
RO 20DWH LB END &) Fif e Fio
TV o BAMITITINF A 5 #40km OKGE#
1000m) &70km (FKiFE1600m) 0|2 i /KT
T H G REEHEIEINIC L ) i S — 7L

TF— ¥ PMEE E N T W7z, KZELI000m DK
FHCHIZIZEM A FEE SRS S N TB Y,
R 6 RIS AR 4 12 2m EH L, 20
B0 HEPSEIZH 3m LA LTw, 2ok
I NP7 5 WIS A DIV I R A 3
T8, IRECEHEICEEEML, TR
DEYE, Z ORI KRR O ERE 25k L
F R O RPN LK 7 #E iR A &
SR ORI L =Rl R IS m SR b 25 L
7eEES N TS (/AT - 4B, 2011).

4.2 BEEEETI

CNFETHATES, M- TR, HE
WS HFE AT B L OEE T — 5 2T 0E
BFETFVARBENTVL, TNHTF— ¥ DF->
ETIVORFEMEEOENB L OMRET A2 1T
T3 8 7L R Wi i O S 5 O (Yokota et
al,, 2011) 12Nz, HEEHES R COZEMMHSM:
RAE T B AR T EORBBIEE TNV ESD
B 2 BRI IEROBE N L DS NET
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12 K7 — & e SN2 3 XD 5706,
HZETIVICBWT, FEHIERAMHENL/2~
2303y —, pffidd~5moar
¥ —%Fd, momEolE, () B
PR T — & E PR - B RET
(2011), (fR) saHh P % Yagi and Fukahata
(2011), () 3% P ¥k - SH ¥ - Peidiih
RS  Wei et al. (2012), (JRER) il
P - RIS IS i A2 B - TREZE) ¢ Lee
et al. (2011), =T, KE&EOLDOEM
X, ThENARELE3HIHORENE
BRI

WVISHEEDS L SNE UK, 2012). B121#1E L
T, Rl A B (1 L R - i R
2011), #HiP % (Yagi and Fukahata, 2011), zHh
P - SH I - BRI 2 H) (Wei et al, 2012),
M PR - BRI R AT - WE D) (Lee et
al, 2011) 27 —% &35 9T 5hi% R %
EFWIZBWT, EREIRAES 1/2~2/30
aVF— HBI4~5Smoary—%ELTW
%o

HEIT RO GMICR SN IEO#E LT, ¥
N0 E 4 ~5m %82 AHEEASE L ZIE200km,
K E500km O LHIPHIZ K ATV S Z EHRZETH

Nbo F72REORMO HARMEETEE T, 30~
0mIZB L BFRITR)PHELENTVD, Z0
FIHZDODLDIEINFET, TARY T4 & LTHE
WmIN T Lo, BET—5 b RNELFHFG%

L T35, RS 7 — & 3% P s o
NGEVHERTHA e ZTOT AN F 1L 3ET
TRz, ZREME A S KN A TR
A MT77 AR T 4 FHISA— B\ HE BT L 72 2
Ll b,

WHURIRIC OV, BEERLG T, ¥ 3R
TN DN, KI50~T70F BRI & 3
B OMERAT T TR E 2T T 2358:%, T D
ATWIRE T D) D5HkBE L, FI90F 12T kg 4k
WIESHE L, BIES IO BEMRE T 2, &
Wo EREET L THA—FT 5 UK,
2012) o

BRG=Red R (B3) &, 7LD
SmBEEOT Y LD, 48 - Al (2011) I3,
HFREMTORE i m (B10) 23HT 5
7o DIE TR H AR 1220m O3 R & £
DETNHEREL TWA, F72, Fujii and Satake
(2011) 1%, ‘AFEACED GPS M AR O W E
T VT O LY, R = R R SIS A
AW - ) EEHFL, 10mIZB L R53)
e L 728 LT\, 18964E MG = ke i 384k &
DIEEREE L TBY, FH8em O 7L — MK
WEXEZ 2L E, ZOWKEERELETHIZIT
100%[EHE L Tz 2 &2k b,

PIEIZ10M DL Lo eigny BRI o s ik i 7 —
5 R MFZEE B T — S 12O DD TH BN
SRR T L — BT — 5 2 Wiy o
TUT v a VEFIZED, BRI E R
WEEDT ) OFEEISBITE MTT AR T4 055
R OWAEF EN TV D L HE STV S (f
% 1X, Wang and Mori, 2011). ¥ 7z, &8y 7
)= VBB EHWT, 0.1~ 10 E O HRES)
A IEASEE STV 578, HEE S /- shshd
BeIEE, BRERAG S LIZZ OB ) B X U
UL SR UL I o0 LB PR L3 W LS A L
Tw5 (121X, Kurahashi and Irikura, 2011),

CDEHIT, RELEMMT R HNEET R
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PR IR L 72 1Zx LT, RS & A A 7Z
RIS AR UL BT ) OPRERIZALIE L, BEALT
MPTHON TS L) IZHR %,

5. Wit AHTMIOMEDEEEZRREL

7-IE[

W (2011) 134 El O MOMEDTIAEE FHl T
EhpoFRNE LT, 1) Bde Gz Aits
KPEFET L — MIFEAPELENZOT L — 3
AR T BT L — N E DB EE
Z Tz, 2) HAbHT Of o GPS BTl
FREPEIEAT O T ADAHIND DY, 1004EH o7k
FERTIEEE RS oS, BRI
NEMT727 7 AOHERLD - Y TRYETOT
APRHEEINTVDE EEZ Tz, 3) 7L— b
WEUEE T TIRERBY 2V 20V &b AaA A, §X
D ZRBOIAATVWE EIZER o7, BFEIFT
Whe ZHUIIIA T, 3ETHAZLHIC, Hik
WHIHEAET B MTY 5 ADT AR F 4 O
BIOZNL2VEE L TMI7 7 ADHEL R
LCT&ZEWVII0ELESTOT—FIZbhz:
TENFEFEND, IR L2 X D, FRICE R
MR R IE T OSSE MG & 4 XIZINbiiTw
720 BRI TRET S MTHIEIZL 29X
OIERED T L — MBI X 530 HHEOHK
10% & /NS TR DIELA D > T WHHE
12, BRONTRYITRHEDFAIC L0
ENDWEEMEILIER SN CTWw/zAY (Kanamori et
al,, 2006), % { OHfZEH 1L GPS #Rlll Clait 2 &
NHEVWo Y LATRYIZE DB TnS
EEZ Tz,

INHH, MOBE RMEDIEA % FkL Tw
FHBEEZOND,

6. MOMIERAEICKILDHER

HEEHL L E 25 MOBE KHIEDF A1 -
TUTOHSRAAE LTV FoHZIER7EZ
DEBRL AN Z A MOV THERODH DL LD E
ATWEDLITIZZET 5,

6.1 GPST—4hoHFEINZERKICE T
PEBEREL ZOEL

% OWFEHEICLY, BB GPS T—4 0056 7
L— MERTOTYRE, T2bLEERED
HESEAMT DI T 2o TENTIZ BT 2 NEATE Ok
VT =8 L LTOKFE ETEBOEROME
2D, HROMELD D, 20004£F THOT—
7 TlE, AE O MG O = IR A & 5 B I
I C, 8 em/FDOFT Y RIFL o 725
EE2SH 5 Cwiz (Bl 2 1F, Nishimura et al.,
2004; Hashimoto et al, 2009, Loveless and
Meade, 2011).

L AN, ZORERGPS T — ¥ ORI NS
20074F LUEARZ ISR ClE, 370 RIBIE BRI
MAEEET 6 cm/FlcE L F D, WEMNTIZIZLEA
EFTRNY KBRS N RY, FEREHSIER I
FoTwibHds s Tw (FE Lk,
2011) o F 7z, 20024F DLFE i GPS & 2R A
BBUAI & D 15 O N B AR S R T
#2 em/AEEEWIEI O 5 cm/4FE X ) NS WED
BoNTW S (ELRZIT, 201D, B2, i
W RSOOSR ORI T, 20054 LA Hh
METIEIMT7Z 7 ADOMBEPHKNTHAEL
A, INOOWEORY TR IZ L L HEE— X
YMIHEREL DX NICREDL S EHRE ST
Tw5 (Suito et al.,, 2011),

COLHIZ, SO MIOBFREIZ—FT 5
s X RS IC20004E F TR N2 131T
100% @ 7L — s HE AR, B & OHE R BEER
B S N R B BT A EEOF AN
W, HIERNCERA BRI S N T L E
FTH Do FeRH SRR GPS Bl 7 — % Tl
i TR O [E S IRFEIL 572 59 (Loveless and
Meade, 2011), & 723 GPS ¥ 281t 2 Bl 8
LWL ETIIfTTbNTBELT, AL 525
BRI TOTRY) OBRIZIEE 2
BRAL T 2o 720 WBESEBORHIZ R 255, H
REHT D REIFITN 51T 2 BRI M S A IRRE D22
fbix, WERAEICELME 2ol fFEfEE R LT
WA REMEASS 5 (Suito et al., 2011), 7272, Hi
EIARNCEITE CRET 5 LI TV
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FTRY)ONGE (FL A v 7)) IFBE Tl S
VAR IVAN

6.2 EESICHTSDbEET
SHOHOM7. 3MED b EA/NS L, HIED
BMERALTWAZ EIEHIE L TWBAS, FricH
BIFIZ TR DR E Do 2251512 BV T20054E DL
B b O T 2R S 7z & #ilh ST 2 (k-
filr, 2011)5

B, A ROREFISIIEE L 72 125 T40
FELEORWIZh 7o THEFEIO b 2L % 7
NB L, 19784 M7 4EIF I E O FEAHIIZ b
HAMET L, Z0t%, MIKRED0EMF 2 S 5
WANT S A, REFEAEEOAE T b EH204F
MOV ANVICRES 2RSS 5 (v, 15
2012). bEDHEFEIZIEY V= F 2 — FO TR
ZFOEMEMECRIEA D 2 L O D 575, M9
ME KRS AT OHEE B L WD 5,

6.3 HEKES & DIEES

HEREISIZ X 261203/ S s, BRI T
OFTADTH5E o 72 IREETlE, MEssEZ b
H—F B BEMEARIE SN TV S, SR OEET
BEHFIZ BT, WIS L 2 ME R SR SR &
9 ET BIBTT & MRS & OIS, 304EH]
DIFEHT O T TARFEFSEFHI LOEREE OIS L T
T2 EDG o T A (H, 2011)s

COX) BMHEE A IR by ATOT
L= MERBEICOWTHIHEINTWDE L)
(H, 2011)c B & T2/ & HER ]
W& OMBR Y RFIICEEE T2 2 LICL D E
KUFEDFEAE R % BRI IR ES 2 THRD
L BTREMEN D 5 o

6.4 ERBELSEFHEM

GPSEUMIZ XY, BHERICBIT2ETOKE
(TEC) Z#HEETH I ENTE S, HEIZ L 2 HHE
RUMEM O BT BB & 0 AE UL, WERA
FIL05 2 I BRI E LETOBE 2D, TEC
WZBIND, FREEHNC, B X FMOEERDY A
KVZH 9% GPS Bl CARE I A DF60~405

HiZ 5 TEC DIEOSHE (BFHovm »Hn
WREIZ L B EWIC X EELS F TRlkBE L 72, L4k
HEIN T2 (Heki, 2010)s 9 o7z TEC DIE
DIBRIF20044FE A~ b ZilHE Mw9.1) %2010
FF)HE Mw.8) Lo/ KMETR LN
72X\ (Heki, 2010)

BT HEOEIZOWTIE, AT EOLDTH
B LW RS, WK Y — v RO EE R
WHROWE CTHEWR OIS LICEHEET R %
TR oOMME, B X O LoOBERBRIT
HEPR N WG EFGRRH 505, M97 7 A
OMBEOFATFIN S L2 EELMETHY, ™
BT TORMMERAEEZEZ DL, BEHOMR
DS EAIND .

7. MOEREET IV

ZIFE Tk R7z4 R M 9KEE R HLEE O FE AR
MrFrwd e, 1) MOMBESEKETD» SHES
T L — FEESEOFHPNDIEE > Tz,
2) 2HANCM7. 3IEAFLEL, HMERKOTX
DBLUAEMTRY A MBMBEKMEZ b)) H—
L7=WREMEA D %, 3) A H O MIFEFIMMAIZIE,
ERRRITRER B K ONTKIRIR S H AE H FE T AE
TEMT7 7 ADBBEDOT AR 7 4121 Z
RIS H AR 0 S MR AR R
EHELBT AR TADFET D, 4) MOHED
MR UMM EERE L RO 5N, 5)
EWEIETRO M7 7 AMEITHERICEZ S
N7z XY OBI0%FEEE L A HE TR L T
W, o e ENEITLEN S,

CHOWVo e MOMEIRED I ) IZELDOT
H5 9 e EMEICH725 MOBE KHED I
BEDRL (HUETA 7 V) ETN0 5 BBIER
BOEFNFETWLOPDETUHIRIEE N T
%o ETIVOFMIEHEMNTESLDTI 2 Tldl
R7WH, DTFICET VAT 5.

TSGR O AN BN IO, R
A7 VEFVIE, LRED1) ~5) OBlFEERE
HFELBHLTWABE, ThbHIZiE, M77 9 AD
T AR T ANIMNAT, FERTY % FRICE S
DEERNT AN T 4 (§8y F) EFERDBETIV
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(Kato and Yoshida, 2011) <° M9 2 il 438 % |5
WEIRTOT AR T4 &L, ZOHIZMT2 T
AT AN T4 LR R EERES HET
(Hori and Miyazaki, 2011), & 5123 &KL L —

FEREZEBEBL IS 2 LEL W%
(Ohtani, 2012), # 7z % BE#EHIIZ & 5 € TV
(Shibazaki et al., 2011) 2B 5. TNHDET I
X, MOHLET A 7 Vb ouirEiEIc B TR
LIRATE, 2L ZIEMT2 T AMEIRH O R 7%
LREBERBT 5, SHOBINZLY EoETV
PHREIEVODPHSNZENETHS ),

FERLE TV TR RO EA & & 2 7278, W
JETH O 22BN AFAES B IR DS B\ I FE B 59
5 EVFEROLND BRI EIRARE &N
JI70 5 MIBRGARIE % 5 [\ 7o B RS OFE T3
SN Do MR I BRI R & 0 BRI
& L (TP: Thermal Pressurization), A3 %h{ZF:#5I5
TEBEEINRE ART L, BEIRES NS,
BRI 2., 9 o 7z TP &3 & il i
BORRKT OB ELZETVEEZLLNT
W5 (Mitsui et al., 2012a),

LR OWTEY A 2 VE TV, BHAREELERE F
AL LB EF IV Th Y, HERT ) &
%o /NERAf L TV B ITREMEDS D B0 FIC Ide et
al. (2011) 1%, WHEAOKE 290 1%, BB
HWhMEFE CELALZOICHE VRS TTR) T X
o == 2= MNTHILURREDLD S &%k
WLTwh, $72, Mitsui et al. (2012b) (&, B
HIBIRE TV L) B T84 L 722005
ELBEOHER X ZORNTNICLLEFET
DIRTIHrR L UEE B2 BT 2 TP O S A5 M9
WEFEDOUNTH L Eifim L T\wb, TNET
RARFT AR T 4TIV, BEHFEL w7
HHEEOREY R LM FEFEAET 5. 72, TP
AR HETH, T — MERTORIESEN:
PRELENL B WHED, #0 L EEIEL
LAaWwXIICEZ 5, 2NIZx L, Aochi and
Ide (2011) i&, Wrkd=o7'L— MEEFRIEICIE, 20
A = IR L7 b4 o R & SO T A v
F—%FHOy FHPFEL (ZOFRITLELD
Hori and Miyazaki (2011) E7NVOHREEE S %o

TW5), ZN5 DI EBIRE L <, M9
HWEIIHEELLZEV)ETLVEREL TS, 2
DO, MOHUES A 7 VHKIIHEE L 2V &
7% %,

DR LN 245, EIRIEI R~ IR T
OFAAEMBTO MTHEOFAEOR, k&
HCHRTNY ZOAGLEDSDHLOT, B
F—N— 2 — FAH BT L, B AR O
PETHH ) o HEFOTA 7 VR LT
ADEHEDOEER & 5 25705, 20064EH7-10 05
DT L — MEFREOZARBIFIRIZB TS b A
ORI & RS & W & o REIME 2 &
REZD L, bDHBRELT RIS 72
BT, SHOHOmMEICLD, M) =31,
BIBIES IR LT, RIS MT77 AR T A FHIE
TEEWEE ML 8 OEENER L Tholz k)
WCHEZ 5 BURTIEZ o MOMEY 1 X0 HiEY
ANy Iab—Y gy ORBBEEL2T) DX
WD EEL VDS, AT — VAKAE OREET 4OV F —
O 2 A XOT A 74 (212 b fi
DZEALE THEYTE DL 7 AR F 1 A X554i)
eI Y 4 7 VEHLohIZ, BRymkiE
B Z A AATZEITANLEE L -2 5,

8. ZDDMHRE
INFE TN TV ARWEINZMEIZDOWT,
R TB <o

8.1 BB RIMEBRER
COZODHEHEIIOWT, T RIE (2012)
It CHfHIZITE L TB <,

(1) BR2EEE

BSUEEAER & 13, MEOSAERIC, FEFI
BT R TIR R T RN 7 — & R T L TR
BRWEOMZESICHEL, &HTo RS
DFERFIREEZ UL, TEH2TRHS
HLWEHO [FH] &2 [EH] 235,

BEILLEAIEIM =350 L I3 S 7z
IEEEEAS100 cm/s* & 72 o 7B &t S 4 R
FIENT Ol PO 1 fud, FEEROS. A,
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BERLFLU EE Pl S 2 &IO— /LT O
[EE4R ] X5 A RTT. 201212, 7L E, 994,
HERTTEREOMGE A — L — C 22X it En
Too FEEMED 5116, SHRIZH SNz (15
W) TIEMS. 1EHEEL T,

Ve D O BRI, 1) HESEF L
WA, FNSESET A EDEEL L, B
LM% IEREICHEECE RV, 2) M72B2 %
WIREOWE, IR OFELREE T ILINTRE iEEA k5t
LTWADOTMREEZ#/NFET 5, 3) M8
77 ADOMETIE, BHRHAOKE %582 L
N, BEFHAS OIZENHTIZ RS, ZEDOMR
BRI S Tz, 4O M9BEKH#MET
X, FCINS OBl FE,LO LY, BEH)T
TOEBEOMNFURFRETONRT =<V AD
TIPS 25720 INSICHIBT 5720, H
KHEOEFRBO BB L ZOHEw R AHE 2T
5k, BLORELIII0§ 2 MR P o B
NOWN HAD»ITHONDODOH b,

(2) BHE®

KRBT IIMRES A 3 4 IS e L 72587
<= Fa—F (M) 12D X EERE BT,
1 ICoOTEEES S, AFE 3m, EkE
6m, WEF3M T, 10mOEROES 2% 2
FFEN TR L 2o HERPE o722 v it
H S B o 72,

SBTE, EAH Y] 6 HoER TEIM S e
RIRIET M 2 HET 5720, Mw 258 Ll EIZ
%% LB/ 72 o 2R 340 THE L7 My
37.9CTH 572720, FEWEEOB/NTHIIZ 7 > 72,
Z D%, 15HF1073 B4 M4 O GPS IR
MOLHE EAFR SN0, 158145512, &
T, FERIZ6 m, FRIEIZ10m DL E & PR
WEEG & LIF727s, FEFEOLOHERICES F
Db bhholzbEbNT\nh,

M &% DL EIN O IR R % > Tk
DY ESNTZH, WESRYEINTWDT,
WE D7 — % % - T, 17813057 12 MwS8. 8%,
FIZHEHI. 02 AR LA, HRMIIMIZHESL
AR EBEROEFIITHON TV,

Mw 7% 8 &8 2 5 FLRHLE O Mw O 7 ifesE
D7z, AR WIRTFEIEERT O BL A A7
WHENTWA, T/, SEIOMEIIFEZ 6 551
DFIRDIREEPIN A TN, 9 o 7B
DKWY T #BEIT HHTER, GPSF 4~
T A 7 FRITIC & B BT RS € 7 OVHEE O T
EHP O LN L) L LTwa,

7z, A, EISHRE S L7z GPS VA TR
FERMEEKIERHE VB R & AR D3R & 3
RIS, FREHEHEA TRl ol, TED
TR CHEEZRABERIORIT L) &, F—7
WA KL R & & 72 i & E B R % B -
IS BETHAED 5TV 5,

A2, BUBSEE OARHEEIED W E KR DY
a1 TRTEEES ORI AEEY [H
KRp@EOBZEN] Lo B EkNERE T2
Ze EEEBEROAFFIOYEITON TV S,

8.2 dtiBEEE~TILMBEREERETORXE
Il 38 R A © BUAL M 7 ST PR R o0 M R a3
1, FOES0SER, FEMEmm LKLY TB
D, M7~8DOHERFIZL kL TW5 2 L 2R
LTW2, &ZAD, HMI0TEOHEEMRIZB W
TIERPHEREENZ R L TVWE, 22T, SH0
&9 BERBBEOEBANT DI L) s
ALBEEZ LTV (i -RH, 2011), %
B, LA TIRZFO L ) B F—F b HENT
W72 (Sawai et al., 2004).

ETAHN, A1H (3) THRRALHIZ, 4l
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