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Long-term Recovery from the 1995
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster
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Abstract

On January 17™ 1995, an unprecedented scale earthquake disaster hit Hanshin and
Awaji region or Hyogo Prefecture. In 10 seconds, City of Kobe ruined her 150 years
of accumulation of wealth. More than 5,500 lives have been killed and a total of 10
billion US Dollar worth losses were incurred. This disaster opened up a new disaster

management issue,

that is “long-term disaster recovery”.

It was required for both

practitioners and researchers to work hard for over 10 years to monitor the entire
process of long-term disaster recovery from its inception to its completion. This paper

reviews findings

objectives:

obtained from empirical researches

in terms of three recovery

physical recovery, economic recovery, and life recovery. This paper also

proposes a theoretical framework to integrate all findings presented in this paper.
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